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\ | is the accepted authority on the evolution of the English

language over the last millennium. It is an unsurpassed guide to the
meaning, history, and pronunciation of over half a million words, both
present and past. It traces the usage of words through 2.5 million
guotations from a wide range of international English language sources,
from classic literature and specialist periodicals to film scripts and

cookery books. Second edition

For more than fifty vyears, | \ has served the library and

book trade communities as the definitive bibliographic resource. This
edition — fully updated, and featuring more than 1,868,000 active titles
and almost 2,500,000 active ISBNs - provides unparalleled coverage of
the full range of books currently published or distributed in the United
States. This year, more than 164,000 new titles and more than 308,000
new ISBNs have been added to\ | 2005 - 2006.

\ \contains information regarding institutions of higher

education learning around the world. Covers over 30,000 universities,
colleges, schools of art and music, libraries, learned societies, research
institutes, museums and art galleries. Entries are revised throughout the

year.
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How is Open Access provided?

Open Access can be provided by various means. A researcher can place a copy of each
article in an Open Access archive or repository or can publish articles in Open Access
journals. In addition, a researcher may place a copy of each article on a personal or
departmental website. Whilst all three routes to Open Access ensure that far more
users can access such articles than if they were hidden away in subscription-based
journals, the first two constitute much more systematic and organised approaches than
the third and maximise the chance of other researchers locating and reading articles.
Open Access archives or repositories are digital collections of research articles that
have been placed there by their authors. In the case of journal articles this may be
done either before (preprints) or after publication (postprints). This is known as 'self-
archiving'. These repositories expose the metadata of each article (the title, authors,
and other bibliographic details) in a format compliant with the Open Archives
Initiative Protocol for Metadata Harvesting [OAI-PMH]. To access the contents of these
archives, you can use Google or one of the specialised search engines for a more focused
and efficient search. The latter systematically harvest the contents of the archives
worldwide, forming a database of current global research. Open Access repositories
may be multidisciplinary and located in universities or other research-based
institutions, or they may be centralised and subject-based, such as the one covering
certain areas of physics and related disciplines, called arXiv. By the beginning of 2005,
there were almost forty Open Access archives in the UK, and more universities and
research institutes are planning to launch their own. A list of Open Access archives in
the UK is maintained by the Eprints.org site at Southampton University. If your
institution does not have an archive, extensive information on how to set one up can be
found on that website. Self-archiving is an international movement that is developing
fast, and some grant funders are also now planning central archives to house the
articles of their grant-holders.

If you are concerned that your journal's publisher may have copyright restrictions that
would prevent you from self-archiving your articles, this will in most instances not be
the case. Current publisher policies on self-archiving and copyright are detailed on the

SHERPA project website at Nottingham University.
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1. \ \ is an effort by Google to point you to either a summary or,

occasionally, the full text of academic articles and books. While the search page
and the search results look similar to the regular Google search engine, you're
searching a different index of material. And the search results are strikingly
different from Google's web search engine. Many of the search result items link
to article citations and abstracts provided by the publisher or an aggregator. A
relatively small number of citations include links to a free, full-text copy of the
article. The search results page also provides information on the number of
citations to each article within the database (which isn't the same as all citations

to the article, of course).

2. \ \ is the well-known database built and maintained by the US

National Library of Medicine and the National Institutes of Health. Very few of
the records within this database are in full text; on the other hand, this is a very
in-depth collection of medical research, dating back to the 1950s. There are links
within selected article summaries that will take you to a free, full text archive.

Look for a link labeled "Free full text article".

3. \ \ , sponsored by the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) of the

U.S. Department of Education, produces the world’'s premier database of journal
and non-journal education literature. This online system provides the public
with a centralized Web site for searching the bibliographic database of more
than 1.1 million citations going back to 1966. More than 107,000 full-text non-
journal documents (issued 1993-2004), previously available through fee-based

services only, are now available for free.

a. BioMed Central b. BioOne c. E-Prints d. ERIC
e. Google Print f. Google Scholar g. Google University
h. PsycINFO i. PubMed
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(Weeding)

Weeding the Collection

What is weeding?

Weeding a library is like weeding a garden, one looks over everything and carefully
selects those things which need to be removed. In a library, weeding is a shelf-by-shelf
and book-by-book review and withdrawal of certain books in a library's collection.
Weeding can be either scheduled regularly or irregularly, as the need arises, or can be
constantly ongoing.

Why are you weeding?

We need to weed the collection for many reasons, the most pressing of which is that we
are simply out of shelf space for new books. Other reasons include the necessity to keep
the collection up-to-date and to keep the information available as accurate as possible.
Another reason is that, as the curriculum of this university evolves, the collection
needs to evolve along with it, in order to adequately support it. A couple of examples
include criminology and social work, which were once part of our curriculum but no
longer are. Books also wear out and fall apart. At other times, certain materials no
longer fit our collection development policy. For example, there are the multitudes of
duplicate copies of many books, where a single or a couple of copies is now sufficient for
our needs. For these reasons, there are always books and other materials that need to
be removed from our collection.

-16 -
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university AND (library OR libraries)
university NEARL (library OR libraries)
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